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Grace fo you
and peace from God
our Father!

The year 2000 passed and
wea are moving info the new
rrllennium afficially
Beginning a new year 2007
perhaps we could stk
ourselves a few questions

1 Do | have a single
gosl i ifo that shmulatas
and motivalas me daily in
svarything that | do?

7 if | reduce my ife o
gne primary goal, what
would it ba?

The Choar snd guest singess gave a presentation
Goals are imporiant | of Chriztrnas carols st the Singapors Philatche
becauss they ang Mugseam on | 41h December 2000 and another
detarminative of what we do presentafion on | Tth December 2000 &t Suniec
with the lile God has given City

us. Without goals one S — T L
pccompiish very litthe in ife. There iS5 & Saying “Some poople miake things
mw.mwmmmmsmﬂnﬂmmm happenad™ In
which categaory are you?



However [t is not just a matter of having goals bul having the right goals.

Question: But why are ow fives so busy these days buf lacking in a wall defined
hiblical purpose ?

The famaous Wesiminster Shories Catechism stales that, " Man's chief purpose
in iife is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” The Apostle Paul stressed thal
the main goals In the Christian’s life are: (1) Knowang Christ experientialty; (2)
Christian maturity — to be like Chrst in attiude and canduct; (3) Oblaining
Fulure blessings promised by God. (see Philipplans 3 7-14)

The warld has a subtis way of intruding into our lives and stealing what should
be the major focus or goal of our iife as Chiistian God's promise to us in |saiah
26:3 is this” God will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast,
because he trusts in God® This probably means that God & not oblivioes to
our problems and needs in fife but when our focus is in the Lord, something
wonderful begins 1o happen in us — God begins to change us and maka us like
His Sen Jesus Christ, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame,” (Hebrews 12:2). Let us be on guard and run the race
that we can oblain the prize of the upward call of Christ.

e "

in December 2000, Anthony and family
spent 12 days in Cambodia doing outreach
work In 4 universities there.

'.Thg result: thousands of people got to hear
fve message of salvation and himdreds
commilted themselves to Chriss

Your mission: 1o confinue 1o pray for the
seed that had been sown, thal God wall cause
it 1o grow into o big tree, and that the encmy
will not snateh it away from these new
belicvers

Anthony, Meiling and Karen


http://www.huxley.net/bnw

A Paseble of Love & Qladinae:

A long lime age, & gid named L-Li god
mariad and wenl bo live with hear husband
and motharintaw, In a vy short bma, LU
found hid ahe couldn® gel slong with her
reclhes-In-lem B B Their persanaliies
ware vany different, snd Li-Li was angered
by many of b molhe-inlay's habils In
addilian, she criiclzed Ll constardly
Deys pessad days, Bnd weeks passad
wisks, LI-L and her molher-inelos riser
slopped  erguing and lighlng. Bul what
made the silusfon even worse wes Ihal,
acoording 19 ancend Chinese Tradilion, LkLi
hao bo bow Lo har molher-in-desy end chey
har every wish AN (he arger and
unheppeness in the house was causing the
poor husbhand grast deiress

Finally, Li-Ll could not stand hier mothar-in-
lsw's bad temper and diclaboshp any
longar, and she decided jo do somealhing
aout i, Li-Li went 1o s0e har faihers good
Friend, Mr Huarg, who sold hefbs. She {oid
hami (e athugtion end asked If he would ghe
her soma poison 50 that she could solve the
problem once and fo all

Mr. Husng thought lor swhde, and finaly
sald, Lkl | will halp you solve youw
probibem, bl you mugl listan (o me and obey
whial | telipou, Li-Lisad, “vea, Mr Huang, |
will do ‘whatever you el ma o do®
MriHuang wanl inlo ihe back room, and
refmed In & fise minubes wilh & peckage of
heros. He fodd Li-L, *You can't uee & quick-
acling poison 19 gel rid of your malher-in
taw, pegauss thet would ceuse paople to
become suspiciows Tharefora, | have given
pou & number of nehs [k will slowdy build
up poiEon in her body.  Every olher dey
prepere some pork or chicken and put 3 ifle
of [hege hertrs i Aer senving. Maw, in ofder
to make sure Lhat nobody suspects you
whan she dies, you musl ba vary careful to
an] wery feandly iowsds par. Donl ague
wilh her, chey her avary wasah, Bnod treat her
hke 5 guesn, LU-Li wes so happy. Sha
thanked Me Huang and heried boime 1o
start bar plot of muderng her mathsr-n-
Iera

Wisshs waril By, and monihs wend by, and
every char dey, Li-Li served |he specially
ireted food 1o her mother-in-lew. She
remerbaned what Mr.Huang hal sad aboul
geoldng sumpicion, so she conbrolled haer
lempar, obeyed bher molher-in-kxw, End
raabad har like Har can mothes

Afer six manihs had passed, e whols
hoisseheid had changed.  Li-Li had practicad
conlroBing her lemper so much thal she
found fhal sha amosl never got med or
uptal She hadn® had an argument in sk
moribs wilh B motledin-esy, who now
Enur:ﬂs-:l mrich kindar and egsier bo ged along
Wit

The mothad-indaw's attilude loward LU
changed, and she began 1o love LILI ke
her mwm deugnter. She kepl eling friends
and relatives thal Li-Li was the besi
daugfigr-indaw ong codd ever find LHL
afid har malbedin-laa wane now irealing
aach olher like B real molber and daugidier.
Li-Lis husbard wes vary happy 1o 582 whal
was happaning

O dey, Li-Li came o 28 M Huang and
ashed lor his hep agein. She sad “Thear
U, Huyang, pleasa help ma bo kesp fhe
peisan Trom killing my molherin-law She's
changed inlo such B nece woman, end | lave
b lie my own moiher, | do noi wand har io
die bacasa of the prson | gave har”

M Huang smiad and nooded b head. "L
1, tharg's nothing 10 womry gboul. | naver
gava you any poson, The harts | gave you
ware wiarins o mprove her health  The
arfy potson was in youwr mind and  jyour
gltitude ioward her, bud that has been gl
washid aeay by 1M& kon which you gave to
her®

| source : e-mail from a friend
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8 January 2001

Dear Eu thful friends,

The nesw miffenium has started before we could ped wn
updale oul, ARter our fuly 2000 update, we have been
tursy with the Doulos fine up team in Kuching, senting
off @ family 1o W ATrica aad fallowing up a lew enguires
hedides the usal adminisiration

On 23 O, we lef for Bintuly, Our expected one-week tip lumed up 1o be 3%,
weeks, We ended up assisting with the advance preparation for the ship in Bintulu
With God's help we were able to do that in 8 days! With Edward, we worked nan-
stop, overtime Lo get everything from legal, publcity and teams to churches, jedidiah
and Jeswyn were looked after by a child-care centre from morning lo evening 10
enable Jenny to assist fulldime. Praise Cod for this Christian sister who accepted
them al the last minute for one week, When (he ship arrived in Binduly we maved
onboard and became the link between the ship's company and the churches,
besides being the hosl couniry office representative, nat always casy when we il
have two active kids o Like care

A highlight of the DOULDS' ministry in Bintulu was visiling the long houses of 1he
tribal people. One local fellowship leader had gained a vision 1o visil long houscs when
the DOULOS was here in 1999, Through these visits a 1oial of 66 people indicated that
they would like o stay in touch with the local fellowship leader, who is more than
happy to continue to visil them.

Four Action Teams were senl oul 1o Marudi, Bintangor, Miri and a neighbouring
country, Cod used these icams 1o speak mto the lives of many individuals. Among the
various conferences onboard was a combined churches prayer meeting Eleven teams
went oul to fellowship on the 2 Sundays emphasised the need for peaple 1o become
involved in meeling the needs in the world. Despite the short notice of the ship's arrival,
the on board voluniesr programme was sliended by eight people and all of them
acknowledged how working on the DOULOS changed their attitude towards menial
work and valuing the pecple who do that kind of work day in day out.  All honour 1o
HIM wio enables the ship to have a full programme in Bintuhs and 4 A-Tewms out.

On the moming of 15 Nov, we drove from Butuhs 1o Kuching as Doulos sailed from
Bintuly to Kuching. We arrived late in that evening while the ship saled in the nest



morning. We stayed at home for the first part of the Doulos in Kuching as our co-
workers stayed onboard. We again stayed onboard during the last week of the ship
in town. We were again busy with hosting partners and handling enquiries.

In Kuching, the ship was berthed at Kuching's newest port, a 45 minutes drive out of
town, almost 58,000 people visited the ship during the 17 days it was open to the
public. The purpose of this fourth visit of the DOULOS to Kuching was to partner with
the local church, focusing on the youth, blessing the community and challenging them
into the world.

A fellowship invited their friends and neighbours for an evening programme on
DOULOS. Because of the unusual venue, about 350 people came and learned more
about the DOULOS and the true meaning of Christmas. The event was a great
encouragement for the members of that fellowship as they saw people open up and
respond positively to the programme.

A highlight of the Kuching’s visit was the "Hello World" programme at the indoor
stadium in Kuching. This cultural extravaganza was organised by Habitat for Humanity
to show that Christians are not locked up in their churches, but that we want to build
relationships and show care and concern for our community." The event raised
US$25,000 for four charity organisations in Sarawak.

On 4" Dec, Doulos sailed out of Kuching with many port volunteers waving goodbye
at the quayside. We praise God for what He did in Kuching and beyond through the
conferences, meetings taken by the ship's teams, and the lives of the port volunteers!

Pray with us that labourers from Sarawak will be sent out as a result of their
interactions with the ship’s company.

Jenny is still having asthma attacks but had very good consultations with the
ship's doctor and now has been recommended an asthma prevention action
plan. But the busy few days before Christmas had its toil. Jerry is busy as
usual and gets relaxation resurrecting broken down electrical gadgets! Not a
bad hobby given that we have quite a few useful items, which are “keep it if you
can fix it"!

We thank God for His blessings and for friends like you who have been our support
through your prayers and partnership. Have a meaningful & bountiful year in the
Lord Jesus.

Forward by HIS grace & strength, -
Jerry, Jenny, Jedidiah & Jeswyn



Lat's Lave Whtheut HM

(4 Commentary on Romans 1 2:9 as well as the Great Commandment)

The NKJV says, "Let love be without
hypocrisy."

In interpreting Romans 12:9, 1 have
previously limited the verse as an aspect
of man's relationship to man. The
thought occurred to me that this scripture
may also be applicable to the situation
that Abraham faced when God told him
to take Isaac to the Mountain to be slain.
Abraham loved Isaac very much and
God was testing Abraham to see if his
love toward Him was imperfect, whether
he loved Isaac more than He loved God.
The great commandment of Matt. 22:37
would seem to be an absolute, no shades
of grey. This command inyolves
priorities, commitment, and" no
dissimulation. Anything less is imperfect
love of God as well as some measure of
idolatry. Today it is commonly
recognized that idolatry involves
exulting any created thing above God;
i.e., exulting other people, material
things, our accomplishments, etc. (See
Deut. 5:8-9; Matt, 22:36-40)

The Greek word for the phrase "without
hypocrisy" (anupokritos) is translated
nwithout dissimulation” in the KJV,
which is not a commonly used word but
maybe not archaic. Dissimulation
‘includes ideas such as pretense,
hypocrisy, and deception.

NIV states "Love must be sincere.”
RSV: "Let love be genuine.." NEB:
"Love in all sincerity..." NAS: "Let love
be without hypocrisy."

The Greek word agape or its derivatives
are the kind of love that is being here
discussed. It has unique meaning in the
Christian context.

Agape described a unique type of
supreme love involving a conscious and
deliberate choice to do good for another,
a commitment based on the willful
choice of the lover, not the qualities of
the person receiving the love. Agape-
love is perhaps best seen in God’s love
for the world (John 3:16) and in the love
that God calls believers to display (1
Cor.13: 1-13)

When Jesus recalled the greatest of the

commandments, both of which had to do
with love (Matt. 22:34-40), He was
calling for agape- love, a sustained and
conscious choice to graciously serve
God, neighbor, and self, expecting
nothing in return. Followers of Christ
learn this kind of love as God loves them
first. He then commands us to live in the
same way toward others (1 John 3:11-
24). God’s love empowers us to love by
choice rather than just emotion or senses,
and to sustain our love even in the face
of hostility or rejection.

Contrary to popular understanding, the
significance of agape is not that it is an
unconditional love, but that it is
primarily a love of the will rather than
the emotions. The New Testament never
speaks of God loving unbelieving human
beings with emotional love or a love that
expects something in return. But He
loves with His will (John 3:16; Rom.



5:8) (Nelson’s new illustrated Bible
dictionary)

Obviously, love with hypocrisy is not
God’s kind of love. Looking at the
passages that follow in Matthew 5 and
Luke 6, [ cannot discount the
unconditional love or love that does not
expect reciprocation. Love  with
hypocrisy is at best limited love. At
worst, hypocritical love seems to be a
contradiction; i.e., not love at all
Hypocritical love discriminates whether
it be racial, age, sex, economic, Reauty,
size, social, ethnic, etc.

Consider, what Jesus said in Matt. 5:46:
“For if you love (agape) those who love
(agape) you, what reward have you? Do
not even the tax collectors do the same?"
The taxpayer in this sense implies the
unrepentant as well as the idea that the
unrepentant can love (agape) those that
love (agape) them. Verse 48 goes on to
say, “Therefore you shall be perfect, just
as your Father in heaven is perfect.

Consider further Luke 6:27-37:

This love is going to show up in actions,
i.e., do good to sinners without expecting
back the same (vs. 34). Yet there is a
promise of future reward (vs. 35).

In context of Romans 12, "let us love
without hypocrisy” is an admonition for
the renewing of our minds and for us to
put the Word into practice. In Jesus
prayer (John [7:26), His desire was that
the love of the Father would also be in us
in order that the world knows that the
Father had sent Him to fulfill the plan of
salvation.

The world mindset accepts some notion
of "the self being capable enough.” This
is a viewpoint of the unregenerated or of
the Christian still cammally minded. In
order for the people of God to move
beyond this kind of mindset, they need
to put the "macho man" behind them and
put on the new man. The Christian needs
to be spiritually receptive to move to a
deeper relationship with God. If you
have children or grandchildren, you have
probably heard the 2 to 3-year-old say, "l
will do it myself." Isn't this just the basis
for works-based religion? No, we do not
reach the point where we love God
without hypocrisy by doing it ourselves.
We must be teachable, we must listen,
and we must change the natural man's
attitude. Nevertheless, Jesus is the Way,
the Truth, and the Life. His example is
our way. The attitude shift involved is to
quit trying to take God's place. Nothing
will restore order till our hearts make the
decision: God shall be exalted above all.

In 1 Sam. 2, a messenger came to Eli. |
Sam. 2:29 ‘Why do you kick at My
sacrifice and My offering which 1 have
commanded in My dwelling place, and
honor your sons more than Me, to make
yourselves fat with the best of all the
offerings of Isracl My people?” 30
“Therefore the Lord God of Israel says:
‘] said indeed that your house and the
house of your father would walk before
Me forever.’ But now the Lord says:
‘Far be it from Me; for those who honor
Me 1 will honor, and those who despise
Me shall be lightly esteemed. (New
KJV)

Because of his imperfect love, placing
the created (his sons) above God, Eli and
his house lost their place in the
priesthood.



John 12:25 “He who loves his life will
lose il, and he who hales his life in this
workld will keep il for stemal life. 26 *F
anyone serves Me, let him follow Me:
end where | am, there My servant will be
alen, If anyone serves Me, him My
Father will honor,”

When one follows Jesus, surely He is the
Way, This is not 1o say thal one has to be
perfect  because thers are  numerous
examples in the Bible of men thal were
not perfect, yel God gave them honaur
because they tried 1o glosify God in their
earthlv  walk, God accepted  (heir
infention as fact and acted accordmgly.
Mot necessarily practical perfection, b
holy intention made the difference. To us
Jesus is the pattern,

John 8:54 Jesus answered, "1 | honor
Mlvsell, My honor 15 nothing. It & My
Father who honors Me, of whom vou say
that He is your God, 55 “Yel you have
not known Him, bl | know Him, And il
| say, 'l do not know Him," | shall be a
liar like you, but | do Enow Him and
keep His word.™

In_order fo have relationship with the
Father, we must be like Jesus. We must
know Him, nod just know about Him. (T
we love Him we will obey His
commandments. There can be ,an
mtimacy and  progression  toward
perfection, Mo, il is nol too tough to say,
"Let us love God without hypocrisy."

Therefore o prayer lo the corporate
Churgh, "Let love be withoui hypacrisy™
and apply it 1o both God and man. In
Jesis pame, Amen

Condensed from
hipcangelfire comdfmd Tarhplove

on 25 Dec 2000

NEW ECONOMY
<HE PARTTI PRES

By Johe Leg

Looks like the New Economy Express is now chugging along.
having lost speed at such a rate as bewildering as the way il onginally
hustled with passengers raring for a
ride. It was only six months ago (June
Vine) when [ wrote aboul passengers
abandoning themselves to the rush for
a precious seat! Is it because the train
is losing diesel? More likely, the
realisation has dawned that the
prospective gold mine in the distance
M was but an illusion and now a negative
=5 kind of anxisty ruls with mines of
different (explosive) sort |ying in wait along the track, threatening
derailment if not to blow the train up altogether - the DOTBOMB SCARE!

From a promising dotcom 1o a sobering dotbomb, how much
longer will it be before the New Economy Choo-Choo Train {Downgraded
from an Express) is blown asunder and everything becomes dot-gonc?

Fear not, those who still have faith in the bright prospect of the
Mew Economy and all entreprencurs who are still searching for the elusive
dotcom fortune that probably belongs only to a few privileged individuals
However, to be such forlunate individuals, certain qualities are
indispensable: a very strong vertebral column (nol ome made of
pseudoskeleton) and a highly sophisticated 1aste for bomb risks.

The risk element was not unknown, yet many still got canght with
their pants down when the dotcom bubble burst. "It was no accident. [t was
a time bomb,” said Minister of Stale Lim Swee Say

Yes, if those fire-charred entrepreneurs still have their backbones
intact and have learnt their painful lessems on risk calculations, they still
have a second chance to go after more than 310 billion of venture funds.
They should be greatly challenged by the promise of an explosive growth
potential in IT applications in gigantic markets Like India and China.



Despite the word "dot-gone" being coined in prediction of the inevitable
collapse of many an enterprising dotcom venture in a fierce war of
technological and financial attrition, many are still singing songs of hope
that the dotcom slump suggests nothing but just initial problems of an
evolving Internet. Some ask that the Internet be given more time for
innovative ideas to take root!

Singaporeans are not alien to the rapid pace of change in the IT
world. It took only one year for broadband to become the catchword in
Internet talk. You cannot win in a game of catch- up with newer and newer
models of mobile phones with greater and greater functionalities. The M1
migration of CDMA to GSM is being planned just as new-fangled WAP-
enabled mobiles are making your ordinary GSMs obsolescent. In the New
Economy marketplace, there is really no shortage of innovation. The
problem is not the lack of it, but the swiftness of change.

Even SM Lee Kuan Yew is caught up with the dizzy demands for
surfing the Net that he has no time for books, by his own admission in an
interview with International Herald Tribune. He commented, "In the end,
you will have a generation that has information (from the Internet) but does
not have the wisdom and the understanding of what sense to make out of
the information because they haven't read."

Isn't it true that the 2R's of Reading and wRiting now slip off
people's tongues less readily as the 2Rs of sul@fing and Bisk-taking? (No
wonder there is a dearth of borrowers for books in the Church library and
of writers for the Vine. ®)

I feel that there isn't really too much information on the Internet.
"Information", by definition, informs and therefore is capable of edifying
our minds. However, so-called "information" on the Net is by a
conservative estimate half-junk. The other half may have some intrinsic
value but when you are on the Net being bombarded left and right by that
"useful” half of the traffic on the Information Highway, and you are
perpetually unable to resist the need to dart in and out from hotlinks to
hotlinks to absorb meaningful contents, your mind would be swirling
before you can even begin to be informed. Ha ... so perhaps we may call
90% of the Internet contents junks and pseudo-information.



No doubt the Internet is a powerful human creation. Alas, man may
be clever but not smart! He might want to entertain himself with some
fireworks or help himself with quarry-blasting, so he was clever enough to
invent gunpowder; unfortunately, he was not smart when he decided to put
the gunpowder to "better" use in firearms for decimation of human lives.
Man is facing a shortage of fuel for his industries, so he is clever enough to
learn the processing of nuclear energy; unfortunately, he has "much better”
application of his nuclear power to display his potential for foolishness in
decimating the human race. Imagine that in IT, there are countless experts
around the world in top-notch governmental agencies as well as high-flying
international conglomerates - the foolishness of the illuminati to be felled
in one swoop by an imaginary Y2K bug! In a way, the Y2K fear was like a
mini-Frankenstein — something man created and succumbed to.

All the hypes about Internet and Dotcoms may just be another
testimony of man's foolishness that time will confirm. The hypes of the
past have vaporised and new hypes are now being bandied about to revive
hopes and assuage those who are bitterly in despair over failed Internet
businesses. Subscripfions to tech-stocks and IPOs might perhaps offer
some solace to recoup losses in personal ventures. Too bad — in the Internet
era, everything forms a chain like dominos; when one falls, the others
follow in line. So tech-stocks move south and IPOs thought of as high-
powered freeze before even seeing the light of day. What luck — for those
who believe in luck! Even existing giants like Microsoft, Amazon, Yahoo,
Intel Corp, etc. are not immune to the vagaries of the frenetic marketplace.

It is one thing for individuals to suffer pain of loss; it is another
when whole nations are plunged into the depths by shifts of the ground
beyond their control. (Call it "Acts of God".) Now, everybody is looking at
the US with trepidation. There is something I don't quite understand, and |
have no confidence in seeking the help of any economist because
economists themselves are struggling to understand economic phenomena
vis-a-vis the irrationality of people that never fits rational theories. For
years, the US has been enjoying robust economic growth; yet we were not
spared a painful recession. Now shortly after that recession was declared
over and growths in our economy were proudly announced, we now hear of
a waning US economy which is going to bring us another recession. To an
ordinary folk like me, a strong US brought us no cheer as we suffered job
losses and now a weakening US is going to affect us badly. Looks like we
are born-losers. Furthermore, last year Singapore posted a greater than 10%



growth against a prediction of 4 to 6 %. Now, we are staring at a projection
of 5 to 7% growth in the coming year with a caution thrown in for good
measure that the figures are not guaranteed. Certainly, whatever figures
and hopes humans predict are not like prophecies in the Bible.

Our emotions are being played with and kicked around. Dire
warnings of potential adversities from drop in US spending (E.g. reports in
newspapers) alternate with assurances that all will be well (E.g. "US
slowdown? Asia is ready” - Streats Jan 15). Are we fed information,
disinformation or misinformation in this Internet age?

The world is indeed lopsided and humans are confused. And
the world is but made up of people who rule with their intellect instead
of wisdom. So humans are confused by themselves. "How wonderful it
is to be wise, to understand things, to be able to analyze them and
interpret them. Wisdom lights up a man's face, softening its
hardmess." (Ecclesiastes 8:1) Unfortunately, there are fools aplenty in
the world who worship men's philosophies and ideas (For warning, see
Colossians 2:8), despising wisdom and discipline instead of fearing the
Lord. (Prov. 1:7)

There are lessons to be learnt from the dotcom failures at the
current "evolving stage" of the Internet. If you build a house to two storeys
and it collapses, it is a disaster. If you rebuild the house further up to ten
storeys, what greater disaster it will bring if its foundation is weak! So it is
with the Internet economy — How far will it rise beyond the "evolving
stage” before it collapses like a pack of cards? I am not being a wet blanket
to those who have high hopes in the Internet economy. The latter have their
reasons; | have mine. In fact, at the height of the exuberance with dotcoms,
I stated in the March 2000 issue of the Vine ("All About Money"):

"The so-called "New Economy” is not a guarantee of survival,
especially for over-confident entrepreneurs who embrace the
Internet as a wonder-tool for profitable trade opportunities ... "

"The Internet Economy is not sustainable if it only encourages
people to play with money ..."

With the dotbomb jolt, 'prophets' of the world are predicting again
that dotcoms can grow again. Yes, I agree. Nevertheless, be cautioned that



afler climbing 1o the sky, dotcoms can fall again. The acceleration of
descent will definitely be much more stupendous than the speed ol ascent.
The reason is half IT-factor and half human-factor; the twain being just
strange bedicllows who cannot dwell in harmony, 1t is like the relationship
between your latest Pentium super-Mhe compuler and your Deskjet printer.
The Pemtium provides you with the exhilaration and challenge 1o surfl with
the wind, but you don't live by it alone, you need a printer for very down-
lo-earth reasons. (So much lor all the excitement with 'well-supporied’
predictions in the past aboul paperbess office — another example of human
wishful thinking having fallen flat!) When you make use of the two at the
same lime, how nimble can the printer satisfy the impatience of the
computer even | we do not consider the ever-present nulsance of bugs and
system glitches? For all the media hard sell aboul not being lefl behind in
the Internel race, the reality is that you cannol jump on the dotcom wagon
wilh your hands tied behind your back. Consider yoursell inexorably linked
1o the steering of the wagon. You wani (o steer the wagon, bul you realise
lo your consternation that it has its own momentum far exceeding your
power (o match. You want 10 catch up with the momentum of IT growth,
but you realise that you are jusi human flesh and blood with an appallingly
low threshold for keeping pace just like the printer can never hope 1o catch

upwilhtlwhﬂwmmhinl.ﬁndmkmth:uﬂﬂmﬂ

Internet Enmnmy h ln be m&umul b:,-' m own momentum detached from
your control (Frightening?) or it collapses on top of you because, although
intelligent man is supposed to be in control of brainless machine or
technology, you seem 1o be losing control and it is adding 100 many storcys
lo the point where the human prop cannol hold uwp. We will then not sec a
dotcom explosion, but a dotcom implosion!

Another reason for the unsustaimability of the Internat Economy 15
that globally, the idea of swrvival and prosperity through dotcom
innovalions envisages monies tramferring in huge parcels rather than small
packages, which means that you cither win big or lose big - there is no in-
between, No thanks 1o the pant played by human greed, the balance
helween the haves and have-nots in terms of technological competence as
woll as wealth will tit wildly in terms of miniscule time differcnces
between swings as well as the force of cach tipping. Science studenis may
visualise the Mow of wealth as following the principle of osmosis (in the
direction from lower concentration to higher concentralion) instead of
diflfusion. This means thai the rich get richer and the poor are sucked dry.



The economic disequilibrium between nations and between peoples within
nations will give rise to such huge problems that | dare not contemplaic,
hoping only that if the world is extricated from the stranglehold of the
Internet Economy, human sanity will return

Lest it be misunderstood that | am railing against [T, it is now time
for me to set the records siraight that 1 am not against IT, but against the
way foolish man manipulates it with only selfish gain in mind, thinking
only of dotcoms and an inexhaustible gold mine. {By common sense, there
ts only & finie amount of gold in existence.) In facy, if people want 1o be
rich enough without 5e||in3 their souls to filthy wealth, there are countless
avenues outside of the doicom empire. Rash mining of available pold will
only lead to inflation, recession or depression bul not produce any
additional real wealth for distribution aniong nations and peoples.

Remember Pastor Michael's sermon on 14™ January in which he
touched upon the need to be the salt and light of the world? Here, 1 quote
the Gospel passage: "You are the world's seasoning, lo make it
tolerable. If vou lose your flavor, what will happen to the world? Amd
vou vourselves will be thrown out and trampled wnderfoot as
worihless. You are the world's light — a city on a hill, glowing for all to
see.” (Matl. 5:13-14 TLB)

In a nutshell, the Gospel passage just quoted tells us our Christian
role as a positive influence on the world rather than a follower of the world.
The world may now be wild about founding survival and prosperity on IT
and dotcoms, but we share the message. "Yes, promote 1T and dotcoms,
and in quantity if vou will, but do not tell me to build my life and riches on
them. Teach me, if you will, how to avail mysclf of [T as a useful tool for
effective work, but do not tempt me to be enslaved by it in case | become
a5 a person inteérred in the sands of Silicon Valley subject 1 the mercy of a
major shift in the tectonic plates beneath "

[ am ome of countless Christians who make use of IT. | am nat
enamoured by it, but | do not avoid il, As | produoce this arlicle to share my
humble opinjons with the immense help of my Pentium machine, | am
demonstrating one good way [ pul technology Lo use. Cther wavs to which
IT has been put 10 good use by Chrstians would be the sprouting of
Christian websites in cyberspace providing edifying resources, interactions
and prayer requests via email (as [ have from time to time received from



fellow brothers and sisters in Christ), the conduct of Internci-based
interactive Bible Study ... (You may wish to add more innovalive ideas o
the list o compele with the innovations of dotcom entreprencurs. )

Christians can embrace IT with a difference. We do not imitate the
trendy craze of people who are always driven by profil instead of need.
"Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will." (Rom. 12:2 NIV)

IF you are on the New Economy Choo-Choo Train, do not just take
2 nide, looking outl of the windows 1o decide impromptu where you will
alight; but make up your mind in advance what your need is (to be on the
train) and once your destination is reached, get off without tarrying lest you
gel really lost as the train picks up Express speed again into exolic territory
and your insatiable desires get the better of you. Curiosity kills the cat.
Unguestioning boldness to journey bevond your real necessity just to see
what enchanted mines with gold or explosives lie ahead may lead you on g
trip of no relurn.

In o "Brave New World" (with reference 1o & book of this tifle
which has been hailed as a classic like George Orwell's "Animal Farm"},
technological advancement and social engineering make people completely
depersonalised. Their lives are charted out, the population is controlled and
only those belonging to two privileged levels (Alpha and Beta) of a rigid
socil hierarchy live as individuals. One member of this Brave New Warld
brought in someone by the name of John who had been living freely ina
Savage Rescrvation. [t turned oul to be a horrendous mistake

If you care 1o read the "Brave™ book (first published 1931, by
Aldous Huxley, complete online text at hitp.'www huxley net/bnw/), you
may share with me whether the story has a grain of realism as "Animal
Farm" was made-up as a satire on human socicty. You may rlso share with
me the relative merits and demerits for John to live "primitively® in the
Savage Reservation and courngeously in the "modernity” of a Brave New
World. You may come to realise that it is not all white or all grey in either
habitat, and great wisdom is called for eéven in making an informed choice.
What greater fragedy it will be for poople who make blind choices!

Wisdom is not beyond our reach.


http://www.huxley.net/bnw

I gy of you leeky wivdom, he should axk Ged, who pives
genvroualy fo all without finding fawly aed it will be given o
him. But wien he avks, be s believe and not doly . Thor
maan showuld not think ie will receive amathing from the Lord: he
i o deosuble-minded man, wastable in all b doex. The hrother in
humble circumarances ought to fabe pride in his high position
Man the wine v B e shonld toke pride in s low position, "
{ufamres { - 5-10)

How oflen do we doubl when we ask God? How oflon do we rate
ourselves lowly in comparison with our well-heeled nelghbours? Instead of
coveting, why not have contentment with humility and trust in God? It will
do us fine 1o read the following fo ourselves:

" kot whet It ix 1o be in weed, and [ kaow what it 5 ko have
pleane | hive fearned e gecref qf being coment (0 any and
vty dlvation, whether vell fod or kiogry, whether [iving in
Plenty or (n wand, I can do everyihing through him who gives me
strength. ™ (Piilippians 4:12-13)

"Wy haard i ol prowed @ Lewdd moe gyven are oot haviginy; o
il eoncern melf with preal matiers or thingy foo wonderfid
e e ¥ (Paerh 4310 1)

Complainis are common that life is pelting very complicaied.
Refore, everything must have a "Number One® tag for sclf-assurance of
survivability. Maybe you were subconsciously aiming for "Number One”
place to grab all the C's of prosperity. Among other (hings, you were
craving to be "Number One" in Cash savings. So you hoarded your wealth
{on justification of providing for & rainy day) and ended up depriving
yoursell the current positive wtility of your wealth while nurturing
extremely fat accounts for an unseen future. The economics of cholce
beiween ‘saving and saving' (recessive”) and ‘spending and spending'
(inflationary?) is a complicated balancing problem peculiar 1o us who are
more intelligent than “the birds of the air®, (Matt. 6:26) Now, the "Number
One" tag seems 1o be gradually fading. Relieved? No, the "Most" tag is in
fashion — "Most Globalised®™, "Most IT-driven”, "Moal competitive”, ...
What s the difference between “Number One Traveller” and "Mosi
Travelled Commuter" on the New Economy Cxpress? Don't go for cither
title without being aware that it ® not cost-free! 1





